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 AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS ON THE PARTICIPATION
OF THE ROMAN INTELLIGENCE SERVICE IN THE WARS AGAINST THE SASANIAN IRAN

V.A. DMITRIEV
Pskov State Pedagogical University

e-mail: demetrius@rambler.ru

In article the information about the activities of the Roman mili-
tary intelligence during the Roman-Persian wars, containing in the
work of the largest historian of the Late Antiquity Ammianus Marcelli-
nus is considered. Categories of Roman scouts (exploratores, procur-
satores, speculatores) are described, their functions are analyzed, the
role of intelligence service in the Roman policy toward the Sasanian
Iran is defined. It is concluded that by the IV century AD effectiveness
of the Roman military intelligence in general has fallen. This became
the  one  of  the  causes  of  military  and  political  failures  of  the  Roman
Empire in the period under review and in the near future.

Key words: Late Roman Empire, Sasanian Iran, Roman army, in-
telligence service, Ammianus Marcellinus.
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